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Online Payments 

Now Accepted by 

PayPal on NANM 

Website 

NANM members may now 

conveniently pay dues and 
annual meeting registration 

fees with credit or debit cards 

via PayPal at www.nanm.org. 

This may be done by simply 

logging on and selecting 

“Register for the 2008 Confer-

ence” or “Pay your NANM 
dues for this year,” from the 

Menu List. 

(Left) Soprano Marquita Lister, (above right) Ritz Chamber 

Ensemble Trio—Tai Murray, violin; Troy Stuart, cello; and 

Amadi Hummings, viola;  (below left) the Brazeal Dennard 

Chorale, and (below right) pianist Joseph Joubert, all featured 

artists for the Gala Concert on Wednesday, July 30.  

President Roland M. Carter 

announces world class per-

formers—operatic sensa-

tion, soprano Marquita 
Lister, a trio from the Ritz 

Chamber Players, pianist 

Joseph Joubert, and the 

Brazeal Dennard Chorale, 

as featured artists for the 

Gala Concert at the 89th 

NANM Annual Meeting in 

Chattanooga, Tennessee, 
on Wednesday evening, 

July 30.              

(Please see “Gala” on Page 2) 
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Mission Statement 

NANM promotes, pre-

serves, and supports 

all genres of music 

created or performed 

by African Ameri-

cans.   

“Two of Owens’ songs from 
his cycle Mortal Storm, op. 

29, are represented in 
Willis Patterson’s Anthol-
ogy of Art Songs by Black 
American Composers.  

These songs, “Faithful 

One” and “Genius Child” 

use tonal harmonies embel-

lished by sevenths and 

highly textured modula-

tions that artfully suspend 

the tonic.  Rich chords and 

repetitious yet interesting 

rhythmic nuances sustain 

pure vocal lines throughout 

these two songs.”                           

 —Maya C. Gibson, 
“Owens, Robert,”  in Inter-
national Dictionary of Black 
Composers, Vol. 2,  (Samuel 

A. Floyd, Jr., Editor) Chi-

cago:  Fitzroy Dearborn 

Publishers, 1999, p. 897.   

President’s Letter 
 

 

 

 

 

Dear NANM Family,  

In a few weeks, you will be joining me in my 
hometown of Chattanooga, Tennessee, one 

of the nation’s most scenic cities.  We are 

planning a wonderful, festive week of music 

and celebrations of our rich cultural heri-

tage. It promises to be spectacular. 

I am pleased that we are now accepting con-
ference registration and dues payments 

online via PayPal.  This is long overdue, and 

represents one of our initiatives to move us 

along on our journey of embracing technol-

ogy.   

We are most excited to present gala artists, 

soprano Marquita Lister, pianist Joseph 
Joubert, the Ritz Chamber Players Trio, and 

the Brazeal Dennard Chorale. These perform-

ers are among our nation’s finest and will un-

doubtedly thrill our audience.   

This year’s theme, “Partnerships and Advo-
cacy:  Walk Together, Children,”  represents 

our realization that the success and viability of 

NANM and other like minded organizations is 

dependent upon our efforts to identify com-

mon ideals, joining together to accomplish 

targeted goals.  On numerous levels, this 89th 

Annual Meeting will reflect this sensibility.  

May you discover new ways to join forces  

with others for the benefit of your branch and/

or community music projects.   

Sincerely,                                                                   

Roland (president@nanm.org) 

(Continued from Page 1) 

“We are extremely pleased to bring these 

wonderfully gifted musicians to Chattanooga 

this year,” commented President Carter.  

“We welcome Maestra Lister and the Ritz 

Chamber Players to the NANM family. Of 
course, we are especially proud to feature 

pianist Joseph Joubert and the Brazeal Den-

nard Chorale, already so very much a part of 

us.” 

Marquita Lister, a native of Washington, D.C., 
is remembered by audiences around the 

world for “her intense, expressive portrayals 

of operatic roles and her enormous versatil-

ity.”  She is praised for her poignant, precise, 

and intelligent technique, her exquisite 

voice, and her courage and determination to 

dare the utmost in her performances.” 

After completing studies at the New England 

Conservatory in Boston, Ms. Lister won sev-

eral singing competitions.  She then spent 

two years as a member of the Houston Grand 

Opera Studio, where she performed such 

roles as Fiordiligi (Cosi fan tutte), Micaela 
(Carmen), and the High Priestess (Aida) with 

Mirella Freni and Placido Domingo.  Other 

important early career roles include Vitellia 

(La Clemenza di Tito) in San Francisco, and 

the title role in Aida in Mexico City.  Interna-

tional roles quickly followed.   

Ms. Lister has performed Nedda (I Pagliacci) 

and Musetta (La Boheme) at the Arena di Ve-
rona.  Her Aidas  have been performed at the 

Deutsche Oper in Berlin and at the Grosses 

Festspielhaus in Salzburg.  She has toured the 

role of Bess (Porgy and Bess) across the United 

States, in Japan, at the Opéra Bastille in Paris, 

and at the Teatro alla Scala in Milan.  Her 

spellbinding performance of this role at the 
New York City Opera earned her the NYCO 

Diva Award of 2002.   

The soprano has performed in numerous tele-

vision broadcasts with the Boston Pops, the 

Dallas Symphony Orchestra, and on “Live 
From Lincoln Center” on PBS.  Her recordings 

may be found on the Telarc, Decca, and Al-

bany labels.   

The Ritz Chamber Players is the nation’s first 

chamber music ensemble comprised solely of 

accomplished musicians spanning the African 
Diaspora, bringing a fresh, new energy to the 

classical music genre.  Ensemble personnel 

include some of the world’s most accom-

plished musicians.  Individually, they have 

performed with such prestigious musical or-

ganizations as the New York Philharmonic, the 

Boston Symphony, the Pittsburgh Symphony,  

(Please see “Gala” on Page 3) 

President Roland M. Carter 

Gala Concert to Feature Marquita Lister, the Ritz Chamber               

Players Trio, Joseph Joubert, and the Brazeal Dennard Chorale  
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(Continued from Page 2) 

the Philadelphia Orchestra, and 

the London Symphony Orches-

tra.  The Ritz Chamber Players 

made their triumphant sold-out 

Carnegie Hall debut in 2004, 
their international radio debut 

with the BBC in 2006, and their 

national television debut over 

the 37th NAACP Annual Image 

Awards broadcast in 2006. 

Clarinetist Terrance Patterson, 

artistic director, founded the Ritz 

Chamber Players in 2002.  Annu-

ally, the ensemble performs a 

subscription series at the Times-

Union Center for the Performing 

Arts in Jacksonville, Florida.  

Chamber works from the stan-
dard classical repertoire are 

performed in many combina-

tions, and works of contempo-

rary composers are highlighted.  

A primary objective of the Ritz 

Chamber Players is to increase 

the visibility of African American 
classical composers, while 

heightening the awareness of 

contributions of African Ameri-

cans within the genre.   

Pianist Joseph Joubert, a familiar 
face to NANM audiences, is one 

of the country’s most gifted and 

versatile musicians.  He is cur-

rently the pianist/associate con-

ductor for Oprah Winfrey’s The 

Color Purple on Broadway, with 

credits for additional orchestra-

tions.  Broadway and regional 

involvements include  serving as 

musical director of the New York 

Shakespeare Festival Gala, or-
chestrator for Caroline or 

Change, orchestrator, musical 

director, and pianist for the 3 

Mo’ Divas world premiere, con-

ductor, arranger, and pianist for 

the Three Mo’ Tenors PBS Special 

and CD on BMG, staff pianist for 
the Metropolitan Opera produc-

tion of Porgy and Bess, assistant 

musical director for Five Guys 

Named Moe, and assistant con-

ductor/pianist for Big River.  

Mr. Joubert, a native of Bayside, 
Queens, new York, began play-

ing the piano at age eight.  He 

holds the Master of Music de-

gree from Manhattan School of 

Music. In 1980, he was first place 

winner in the NANM Scholarship 

Competition.  He has received 
Drama Desk nominations for 

Violet at Playwrights Horizons, 

and multiple Grammy Awards 

nominations for Best Classical 

Crossover Album and Best In-

strumental Accompanying Vo-

calists.  Mr. Joubert has per-
formed with numerous orches-

tras as soloist, and as musical 

director for Judy Collins.  Inter-

nationally, he has performed in 

France, Italy, Japan, and Russia.  

He has collaborated as pianist 

and/or producer with countless  

classical, jazz, and popu-

lar artists.  

The Brazeal Dennard 
Chorale was founded in 

Detroit in 1972 by Brazeal 

W. Dennard, NANM Past 

President.  A group of 

highly trained singers, 

the chorale is dedicated 

to developing the choral 
art to its highest profes-

sional level, emphasizing 

works by African Ameri-

can composers.  The 

Brazeal Dennard Chorale 

has performed works by 

numerous prominent 
composers, including Ad-

olphus Hailstork’s Done 

Made My Vow, with the 

Detroit Symphony Or-

chestra.  The ensemble 

performs annually with 

the DSO in their 
“Classical Roots” series, 

an initiative begun in De-

troit, which has been 

emulated by several or-

chestras across the na-

tion.  This year’s 

“Classical Roots” concert 
featured “Exegis” by ar-

tistic director, Dr. Augus-

tus O. Hill.  Ms. Nina 

Scott, NANM Youth Direc-

tor, is also artistic direc-

tor.   

Shaw University Choir Completes Spring European Tour 
The Shaw University Choir, under the 

direction of Dr. Loñieta Thompson Corn-

wall, traveled from Raleigh, North Caro-

lina to Prague, Czech Republic and Bu-
dapest, Hungary, as cultural ambassa-

dors from March 26-April 2.  The ensem-

ble sang three performances of varied 

music by African American composers 

at St. Nicholas Church, for Mass at St. 

Ignatius Loyola Church (both in Prague), 

and at the Millenáris Center, an outdoor 
venue in Budapest.  In their free time, 

the 38 students and four faculty/staff 

toured major points of interest, includ-

ing historic churches, castles, govern-

ment buildings, and museums.     

(Above) The Shaw University Choir, under the direc-

tion of Dr. Loñieta Thompson Cornwall (at keyboard), 

performs an African American program in St. Nicho-

las Church in Prague, Czech Republic, on March 28.   
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Lectures on Verdi’s             
Macbeth in Memphis 

Symposium 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Wallace McClain Cheatham was 
lecturer at Rhodes College in Mem-

phis, Tennessee, on January 25 in a 

symposium on African American 

Performances and Appropriations 

of Shakespeare’s Macbeth.  His 

presentation, “An African American 

Musician Reflects Upon Verdi’s 
Macbeth,” identified the ramifica-

tions of transitioning from a play to 

an opera, highlighting issues that 

surface in the casting of African 

Americans in lyric theater produc-

tions.  

On June 21, Dr. Cheatham will be 

organist for the 50th anniversary 

celebration of Operation Cross-

roads Africa in a service of Thanks-

giving, Remembrance, and Hope, 

at Fifth Avenue Presbyterian 

Church in New York City.  Founded 
in 1958 by Dr. James H. Robinson, 

Operation Crossroads Africa was 

referred to as the “progenitor of the 

Peace Corps” by President John F. 

Kennedy.  Dr. Cheatham spent a 

summer as a “crossroader” in 

Kenya  while he was an under-
graduate student at Knoxville Col-

lege.   

Dr. Wallace M. Cheatham  

Born Colored Still                      

Garnering Rave Reviews 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Erin Goseer Mitchell, Chicago Mu-

sic Association member and author of 
Born Colored:  Life Before Bloody Sun-

day (Ampersand, Inc., 2005), continues 

to enjoy accolades from her volume of 

reminiscences of life in the segregated 

South before Civil Rights legislation of 

the 1960s. The author paints a vivid pic-

ture of  triumphs over struggles. Born 
Colored may be purchased at 

www.eringoseermitchell.com or by 

calling 773-731-4732.  

Mrs. Erin Goseer Mitchell  

In Memoriam 

Dr. Odell Hobbs 

Jeremy Jordan Completes First 

Year at the Juilliard School                       

 

 

 

 

Chicago pianist Jeremy Jordan has just com-

pleted his first year as a piano major at New 

York’s Juilliard School.  On full scholarship, 

the keyboard phenom is a student of Finnish 

pianist Matti Raekallio. On Sunday, May 18, 

he performed the annual Muriel C. Hite Pi-

ano Scholarship Concert at the Emmanuel 
Temple Pentecostal Church  in Dorchester, 

Massachusetts. The program included com-

positions by Saint-Säens, Chopin, and origi-

nal works.   

Mr. Jeremy Jordan  

Ad Form Available on 

NANM Website  

Persons wishing to place adver-

tisements in the 2008 Annual Meet-

ing Souvenir Journal may down-

load the form at www.nanm.org.  

After completion, it should be 

mailed to the national headquar-
ters in Chicago with the appropri-

ate fees by June 1.  

Alphonse Robinson 

African American  

Music Association 

Sponsors Dazzling 

Spring Youth Concert 

On  Sunday, March 16, the 

Alphonse Robinson African 

American Music Association 
hosted its second annual Con-

cert of Young Artists at the 

Park Hill Congregational 

Church in Denver, Colorado, 

at 3:00 p.m.  Metropolitan Den-

ver’s musical youth were 

showcased in a varied pro-
gram featuring 16 individual 

musicians, plus the Jazz Gar-

den, a community ensemble 

sponsored by the African 

American Leadership Institute.  

The audience of over 300 peo-

ple responded enthusiastically  

to the talented maestri and 
their stirring performances.  

Please see accompanying pho-

tographs from the event on 

Page 5.  

 

Dr. Odell Hobbs, age 71, 

a founder of the Depart-

ment of Music at Virginia 

Union University and its 
choir director for 25 

years, died in Richmond, 

Virginia, on May 7. A na-

tive of Clarkton, North 

Carolina, Dr. Hobbs 

earned degrees at How-

ard University, The 
Catholic University of 

America, and the Univer-

sity of Western Colorado. 

Before arriving in  Rich-

mond in 1966, he was 

choir director at Langston 

University for six years. 
After leaving Virginia Un-

ion University, he served 

on faculties at Florida A 

& M University, Virginia 

Commonwealth Univer-
sity, Howard University, 

St. Paul’s College, Shaw 

University, and St. 

Augustine’s College. 

Dr. Hobbs traveled 

throughout the United 
States and abroad as a 

passionate advocate of 

the Spiritual.  He was an 

avid researcher, spend-

ing as much time as pos-

sible in rural churches 

and among the folk of 
the South. Dr. Hobbs in-

spired countless stu-

dents.  He is survived by 

his aunt, Ms. Lena Faulk, 

of New York City.  A fu-

neral service was held 

on May 14 in the Allix B. 
James Chapel at Virginia 

Union University.          

Dr. Odell Hobbs, Choral Conductor, 

Composer, Pianist, Professor, 

Scholar on the Negro Spiritual  
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Bennie L. Williams               

Honored in Denver                

Living Portraits           

Festivities 

 

 

 

 

Bennie L. Williams, Co-

Director of the Spirituals Pro-
ject Choir in Denver, Colo-

rado, and NANM board mem-

ber, was honored on March 29 

by the National Council of Ne-

gro Women-Denver Section as 

one of their Living Portraits of 

African American Women. Ms. 
Williams, a native of Marshall, 

Texas, is a graduate of Bishop 

College with a Bachelor of Arts 

degree in piano.  She also 

holds the Master of Music de-

gree in choral conducting and 

piano from Indiana University. 

She began her career as a mu-
sic educator in Dallas, Texas, 

before relocating to Denver in 

1970, where she taught music 

at the middle and high school 

levels, retiring in 1998.  “Ms. 

Bennie,” as she is affection-

ately known, is  a Denver icon, 
known  for her work with the 

Spirituals Project and with the 

Alphonse Robinson African 

American Music Association. 

Ms. Bennie L. Williams  

Denver’s Alphonse Robinson Youth on Parade in Spring Recital  

(Above left) The Jazz Garden, a community ensemble sponsored by the African American 

Leadership Institute; and (right) pianist Christopher Redcross.  

(Above left) Recital participants; (center) violinist Jeffrey Hughes; (right) violinist EdKelly 

Sanford, his mother, Gail Sanford, and brother, violinist Reuben Sanford. 

Dr. Wallace Cheatham               

(Above left) Bennie L. Williams accompanying an unidentified singer; (center) flutist Alex 

Burse; and (right) members of the Alphonse Robinson African American  Music Association 

(ARAAMA). 

(Above left) Cellist Haydee Lemmon; violinists Hannah and Taylor Lemmon; more mem-

bers of the ARAAMA; and (right) vocalist Van Lane.   
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                     The National Association of Negro Musicians, Inc.                                                          

                 A Historic Organization Since 1919      

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                            

 

        Registration Form                                                                                                        
         89th Annual Meeting                                                                                                     

         July 26-31, 2008 

Chattanooga Marriott at the Convention Center 

Two Carter Plaza, Chattanooga, TN  37402                 423-756-0002 (Direct Dial)                             800-841-1674 (Toll Free)    

www.marriott.com 

RATES IF PAID BY MAY 31, 2008     RATES IF PAID AFTER MAY 31, 2008 

Member..............................$150.00     Member.....................................$175.00                              

Non-Member......................$175.00     Non-Member.............................$200.00                    

Youth..................................$75.00     Youth.........................................$85.00                                                     

Campus..............................$75.00     Campus.....................................$85.00                                

Junior..................................$65.00     Junior.........................................$65.00 

Please print: 

Name_____________________________________________________________Email Address_________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________City, State and Zip Code___________________________________________ 

Branch_______________________________________________Region_____________________________________________________ 

 NOTE:  Registration includes all activities except the Life Member Reception.  Admittance to Business 

 Sessions by showing NANM Membership Card.  A TICKET IS REQUIRED for admittance to the BANQUET 

 AND GALA CONCERT.  Registration fee is applicable for the convention year  in which it is paid and MAY 

 NOT be transferred to another person.  NO REPLACEMENT AND NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR LOST OR STOLEN 

 TICKETS.  NO REFUNDS ON SITE.  

   A $50.00 fee will be charged for cancellations and NSF checks.  A $5.00 fee will be   
   charged for a temporary NANM membership card.  

   COMMITTEES (Circle 1st Choice and “X” 2nd Choice) 

Constitution       Credentials     Finance  Publicity     Time and Place           Evaluations 

Convention Chorus:  S  A  T  B   (Circle One) 

Make all checks payable and mail to:  The National Association of Negro Musicians, Inc. (NANM)                              

Post Office Box 45053      11551 South Laflin Street        Chicago, IL  60643 

(NOT ACCEPTED BY MAIL AFTER JUNE 15, 2008) 

Credit Card option:      Master Card______________________Visa__________________________ (Signature required below) 

Credit Card No:___________________________________________________Expiration Date________________________________ 

Name___________________________________________________Signature________________________________________________

                   (Exactly as it appears on card) 

Billing Address (if different than above)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Report inquiries to:  Mrs. Ona B. Campbell, Executive Secretary   Phone:  773-568-3818    Fax:  773-785-5388 

DO         NOT         WRITE          BELOW         THIS          LINE  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE 
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George Butler,                      

Legendary Record              

Producer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

George T. Butler, 76, died in Castro 

Valley, California, on April 9, 2008.  

He was the brother of composer 

Jacqueline Butler Hairston. 

According to the Los Angeles Times, 

Mr. Butler was “an influential figure 
in the business of jazz as an A&R 

(artists and repertoire) man and 

record company executive.”  Ac-

cording to the Charlotte News and 

Observer, “In 1978, [Butler] moved 

to CBS Records, then Sony/

Columbia, where he became the 
first African-American senior vice 

president and executive pro-

ducer.” He is considered to have 

been responsible for signing young 

Wynton and Branford Marsalis and 

Harry Connick, Jr. on the Columbia 

label. He previously worked for 
Blue Note, where, according to the 

Los Angeles Times, “he oversaw 

scores of albums by jazz legends 

including Horace Silver, Donald 

Byrd, Elvin Jones, and Bobby 

Hutcherson.”  He also influenced 

the careers of such fusion artists as 
Ronnie Laws and Bobbi Humphrey. 

Mr. Butler was a native of Charlotte, 

North Carolina.  He attended How-

ard University and earned a mas-

ter’s degree in music education at 

Teachers College, Columbia Uni-
versity.  He was awarded an honor-

ary doctorate from the University of 

North Carolina at Charlotte.  

In addition to his sister, he is sur-

vived by a daughter, Bethany But-
ler, of New York City. 

     

                     The National Association of Negro Musicians, Inc.                                                                    

       Registration Form                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
        89th Annual Meeting                                                                                                                                                                                             

Member.....................................$175.00                                                  

                           

Campus.....................................$85.00                                     

George T. Butler 

Edward B. Irvine, Jr., NANM Life Member and                         

Prominent Bay Area Church Musician 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Edward B. Irvine, Jr., 81, of Berkeley, Cali-

fornia, died on December 15, 2007.  Mr. Ir-

vine was a longtime member of NANM, hav-

ing served as Vice President of the Golden 

Gate Branch and as Treasurer of the West-

ern Region.  He was a fixture at annual meet-
ings.  A native of Los Angeles, Mr. Irvine 

began piano study at age nine. After the 

completion of high school, he entered the 

military, and during this period, he 

assisted various chaplains as base 

organist.  After discharge from the 

service, he studied organ in Ger-
many, eventually settling in Sacra-

mento, where he worked in the gov-

ernment.   

Mr. Irvine was engaged in at least 50 

years of dedicated service as a 

church musician.  For approximately 
40 years, he was Director of the Sanc-

tuary Choir and the Male Chorus at 

the Progressive Baptist Church of 

Berkeley.  During his career, he also 

served churches in  Los Angeles, San 

Francisco, and Oakland.  In com-

memoration for his contributions, he 
was awarded an honorary doctorate 

from the Theological Seminary of Ba-

ton Rouge, Louisiana.   

In Memoriam 

Edward Buford Irvine, Jr.  

Robert Wooten, Sr., Founder of the Wooten Choral Ensemble,                 

Noted Chicago Musician-Educator-Composer 

 

 

 

 

 

Robert E. Wooten, Sr., 78, died on March 

27 in Chicago, where he was a lifelong 

resident.  Mr. Wooten became a giant in 

gospel and inspirational music.  In 1949, 

he founded the Wooten Choral Ensem-

ble, a choir dedicated to performing 
sacred music in the African American 

tradition.  According to his son, Robert 

E. Wooten, Jr., as quoted in the Chicago 

Tribune, “[My father] had a drive and 

deep belief that there should be excel-

lence in music along with an emotional 

contact with the music that you sing. . 
.His choirs always did a variety of gen-

res. . .and raised the intellectual aspect 

of normal choir memberships.”  Mr. 

Wooten was Minister of Music at Beth 

Eden Baptist Church from 1949 until 

1999, when his son, Robert, Jr., suc-

ceeded him.  He also served as director 

of Music at Greater Harvest Baptist 

Church for many years.  

Mr. Wooten earned the B.S. at the Chi-

cago Musical Conservatory and a master 

of science in music education from Roo-

sevelt University.  He began his career in 

education as an elementary school music 

teacher, but eventually became choral 

director at Parker High School, where he 
led his choirs to numerous awards.  Later, 

he became assistant principal at Parker 

and afterwards was an administrator in 

the human relations department of the 

Chicago Board of Education.  He became 

administrator of District 18, and at his re-

tirement in 1994, was a mentor to teach-
ers at DuSable High School.   

In 1983, Mr. Wooten was awarded an 

honorary doctorate in music from Vir-

ginia College and Seminary.  In addition 

to his son, Robert, Jr., Mr. Wooten is sur-

vived by his daughter, Carol Lynn 
Wooten McDaniel; another son, John Dar-

ryl; a brother, Ernest; and four grandchil-

dren.   

Robert  E. Wooten, Sr.  



The National Association of Negro Mu-
sicians, Inc. is a member of the National 

Music Council, founded in 1940 to provide 

a forum for the discussion of this country’s 

national music affairs, to act as a clearing 

house for the joint opinion and decisions of 

its members, and to work as a force to 

strengthen the importance of music in our 

society and culture. Operating under a 

charter from Congress in 1956, the council 

has a membership of some fifty national 

music organizations, encompassing every 

form of professional and commercial music 

activity. 

 

Division of Fine Arts—Music 
Kentucky State University                  

Bradford Hall, Studio G-11 
  Kentucky State University                         

Frankfort, KY  40601  

Phone: 502-597-6498 
Fax:  502-597-5999 

Email: news@nanm.org 

THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF NEGRO MUSICIANS, INC.  

A Historic Organization Founded in 1919 

WE ’RE  ON  THE  WEB !   

WWW .NANM .ORG  

 

 

 

 

Sydonia Mae Wardner Brooks, distin-

guished and beloved Chicago 

teacher, principal, church musician, 

music educator, and NANM institu-
tion, died in her native Chicago on 

January 4, 2008 at age 86.  She earned 

degrees in music and education at 

Central College and Chicago State 

University, DePaul University, and 

Roosevelt University.   

A staunch and active supporter of 

NANM, at the local level, Mrs. Brooks 

was a member of the R. Nathaniel  

In Memoriam 

Dett Club of Music and Allied Arts, in 

which she served in numerous capacities.  

She was also involved in activities of the 

Chicago Music Association.  At the na-
tional level, she was Youth Director from 

1969 until 1989. In 1994, she served as 

Second Vice President, in 1999 oversaw 

the Patrons of the Arts, and in 2000 

served as Assistant Secretary.    

A pianist and organist, Mrs. Brooks ac-
companied the choirs of numerous Chi-

cago churches, including Progressive 

Community Church, where she served for 

25 years, and St. Thaddeus, where she 

served for ten years.  She performed an-

nual organ recitals at St. Mark United 

Methodist Church. She also maintained an 
active studio in her home. 

Mrs. Brooks was married for 63 years to 

Mr. Charles Brooks, who survives her, 

along with her sister, Ms. Elizabeth Robin-

son.   

Sydonia M. Brooks 

Sydonia M. Brooks, Chicago Musician-Educator,                  

NANM Life Member, Former Youth Director 

“[Robert Owens in 1957] . . .began rigor-

ously to devote more time to composing.  
[He] wrote the song cycle Silver Rain for 

the chairman of the music department at 

Albany State.  A turning point in his life 

occurred when he met Harlem Renais-

sance writer and poet Langston Hughes, 

who gave him a short volume of poems 
entitled Fields of Wonder, along with the 

wish that he ‘see what he could do with 

them’ in setting the texts to music.”  

—Maya C. Gibson, “Owens, Robert,” in 
International Dictionary of Black Compos-
ers, Vol. 2, (Samuel A. Floyd, Jr., Editor) 

Chicago:  Fitzroy Dearborn Publishers, 

1999, p. 897.  


